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Making a Science-Based Plan



Designing Seating for Social Distancing 
Needs (Faith-Based Settings)



Designing Seating for Social Distancing 
Needs (Faith-Based Setting)

Example 3x3x3 seating model

Example 3x2x3 seating model



Designing Seating for Social Distancing 
Needs (Faith-Based Setting)
• Measure each space to determine how many 

attendees can safely fit.
• For seated spaces, mark the seat backrest in 

painter’s tape to designate where the attendee 
will be seated.

• For pew or bench seating, measure eight feet 
and place another clear mark with painter’s 
tape. Continue the process until there is no 
additional space available.

• *Provide an additional 2 feet of space for 
attendees to sit comfortably.

• For spaces where prayer occurs without 
seating, make sure to provide 6 feet of space 
between prayer rugs or spaces.



Methodology to Determine Placement 
Pattern: Planning It Out

• Leave the front row vacant.
• Use the next three rows to determine a sample layout:
• First determine how many seats can be utilized in a single row
• Next determine how far apart attendees must be front-to-

back/diagonally to stay 6 feet apart
• For spaces with bench seating, mark placements with a vertical 

piece of painter’s tape down the front of the seat backrest, 
wrapping around the top of the seat, for easy identification from 
the front or behind

• Tape off the entrances to the unused rows
• Repeat the pattern throughout the space



Designing Seating for Social Distancing 
Needs (Faith-Based Setting)

• Skip a row and put a line of tape across the 
entrance to designate the pew as unavailable for 
seating.

• Stagger the seating to avoid having people 
sitting in a single file in order to increase the 
social distancing. 

• Be clear when seating participants that they need 
to sit on the identified marks to ensure 
compliance with social distancing.

Note: This will provide the proper social 
distancing in front of and behind each parishioner



Methodology for Seating Families

Actual seating patterns will change in 
response to related family members 
sitting together. For instance, a family 
of four seated together will likely 
require that the neighboring seats 
remain vacant. 

Ushers should be aware of the impact 
of seating groups together to avoid 
delays in seating during any services.
It could be useful to designate certain 
sections of the church seating for 
families.

A family can be seated together if they have 
been quarantining together. Special care must 
be made to ensure that the family is 6 feet from 
other parishioners.

Note: A family may require an entire row to 
accommodate social distancing.



Methodology For Floor Markings
Main Entrance
• Mark the center of the main entrance and continue to place markings every 6 feet until you reach the main entrance of 

the faith-based setting.
• If bathrooms or other lines/queuing are anticipated in the Narthex/entrance vestibule, appropriate spacing should be 

marked on the floor throughout the area.

Main Aisle
• Mark with the spot at the front of the main aisle where the pastor will stand to deliver Communion or other liturgical 

services
• Mark the center of the aisle at the first row, ensuring a minimum of 6’ is provided between that mark and where the 

Pastor or eucharistic minister will stand to deliver communion
• Continue to mark additional spaces, at least 6’ apart, down the center of the aisle behind the initial mark.

Front of the Church
• Mark where the pastor will stand to deliver communion or during baptisms, weddings, or funeral services. To the 

extent these services will be conducted elsewhere in the church, adjust accordingly.
• Providing 6’ of distance, mark where family members or other participants will stand.



Visual Floor Markings
Floor markings need to be made throughout 
the space to provide visual cues to the 
attendees. This will allow you to more easily 
communicate where people need to stand 
during entry, exit, and service events.

Note: Predetermine where everyone would need 
to sit or stand for each element of a service and 
leave those cues in place.

Additional floor markings for each service 
element needs to be determined based on 
your setup. This includes the markings for the 
attendees, ushers, greeter, volunteers, and 
leaders. 



Sample Conference-Style Seating

Though Conferences and large events are not 
being encouraged, special activities might 
need to be planned for. This example can also 
be used in break out or special activity settings. 



Sample Classroom-Style Seating

Some faith-based settings have classroom set-
ups. This example can also be used in break out 
or special activity settings. 



Sample Classroom-Style Seating

Some spaces have classroom set-ups. This 
example can also be used in break out or 
special activity settings. 



Social Distance Design – Plan and Stay Safe


