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 March 27, 2020 

Seattle Construction Sector Update Related to COVID-19 Activity  
 
As construction sector leaders around the country work with state and regional 
decision makers about impacts to ongoing construction work being performed, we 
want to communicate what is happening here in the Seattle market which has been 
a national focus region on COVID-19 developments.  
 
Status: As of this morning, most of Seattle’s construction projects have been shut 
down. Only essential construction projects can continue. Currently, the Children and 
Family Justice Center, the Washington State Convention Center Addition, and the 
Key Area projects are continuing construction. Other projects are appealing the 
decision regarding the definition of essential construction and are confident that 
they will be able to continue working. 
 
In a memo issued on Wednesday, March 25, Governor Inslee offered clarification on 
the definition of essential businesses and categorized the following types 
construction projects as essential: “construction related to essential activities 
described in the order; construction related to a government function, such as 
publicly financed low-income housing; and construction to address unsafe conditions 
or emergency repairs” (Source: 
https://www.columbian.com/news/2020/mar/26/gov-inslee-declares-construction-
nonessential/). 
 
Around the Nation 
 
The following states have issued a “Stay at Home” order, ordering closures of all 
non-essential businesses, but most construction continues:  
CA (effective 3/19) 

CO (effective 3/26) 

CT (effective 3/23) 

DE (effective 3/24) 

HI (effective 3/25) 

ID (effective 3/25) 

IL (effective 3/21)  

IN (effective 3/25)  

LA (effective 3/23)  

MA (effective 3/24) 

MN (effective 3/27 at 11:59 PM) 

NH (effective 3/27)  

NJ (effective of 3/21)  

NM (effective 3/24)  

NY (effective 3/22) 

OH (effective 3/23)  

OR (effective 3/23)  

VA (effective 3/25)  

WV (effective 3/24)  

WI (effective 3/25)  

 
The following states have issued a “Stay at Home” (or similar) order and have reduced construction activity, as noted: 

MI (effective 3/24): Allowed construction is limited to public works, telecommunications, and public health infrastructures.  

PA (effective 3/19): Only life-sustaining construction is allowed.  

VT (effective 3/25): Non-critical construction has been suspended until April 15.  

WA (effective 3/23): Governor Inslee has deemed most construction sites non-essential.  
 
The following states do not have a “Stay at Home” Order but have closed non-essential businesses (construction continues):  
 
KY (effective 3/23) 
 

NV (effective 3/20) 
 

MD (effective 3/23)

 
Seattle Construction site COVID-19 Activity: 

 
NO CV-19 Exposures to report. 

 
Respectfully, 
 
Daniel Villao 
Chief Executive OfficerIntelligent Partnerships, Inc. 

Our Teams, as you know, 

design inclusion policies for 

public and large scale private 

procurement, perform workforce 

compliance on public and private 

projects, and administer certified 

payroll as well as audit 

contractor process performance 

in pre-hire labor agreements so 

we know who is and is not on 

these jobs.  

 

Intelligent Partnerships 

brings decades of experience 

helping clients in diversity 

management, strategic 

engagement and workforce 

development. We encourage 

our partner organizations to 

prioritize our community’s 

health and safety and remain 

an available resource. Should 

you have any questions or 

need policy design and 

implementation support, 

please feel free to contact our 

team at (877) 234-9737 or 

www.iPartnerships.net   
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