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Intelligent Partnerships brings    

decades of experience helping clients 

in diversity management, strategic 

engagement, and workforce develop-

ment. We encourage our partner    

organizations to prioritize our commu-

nity’s health and safety and remain an 

available resource. Should you have 

any questions or need policy design 

and implementation support, please 

feel free to contact me or our team at 

 (877) 234-9737 or                          

www.ipartnerships.net 

Respectfully, 
 
Daniel Villao 
Chief Executive Officer 
Intelligent Partnerships, Inc. 
 
 
 
 

CARES Act—Unemployment Information 
March 30, 2020 

These are difficult times for many of us. Intelligent Partnerships is committed to helping you 
navigate the current landscape. 

Under the CARES Act that President Trump signed on March 27, 2020, unemployment benefits 
were expanded. In Washington state, the best way to apply for unemployment benefits is 
online. As part of the new eligibility rules set under the CARES Act, workers affected by COVID-
19 are eligible to receive unemployment benefits. The state of Washington has created a flyer 
to help you determine if you are eligible for unemployment benefits: https://
esdorchardstorage.blob.core.windows.net/esdwa/Default/ESDWAGOV/newsroom/COVID-19/
covid-19-scenarios-and-benefits.pdf  

Washington State Checklist: https://esdorchardstorage.blob.core.windows.net/esdwa/
Default/ESDWAGOV/Unemployment/COVID-19_Applications_CheckList.pdf  
Information to have ready: https://esd.wa.gov/unemployment/online-application-
questions  
Apply Here: https://secure.esd.wa.gov/home/  
 If you are out of work due to COVID-19, choose “laid off” as your reason for being un-

employed, and select “company temporarily closed” for the secondary reason. 
 

• If you are eligible for unemployment benefits in your state, you will receive your state un-
employment benefits. The CARES Act adds $600 per week on top of your state benefits. 

  For example, if your state unemployment benefits are $300 per week, you will receive 
$900 per week under the CARES Act. 

• The federal unemployment benefits of $600 per week will last for four months (through 
July 31, 2020). 

• The CARES Act has added 13 weeks unemployment benefits. In Washington, this means 
that the normal 26 weeks that people may collect unemployment has been lengthened to 
39 weeks under the CARES Act.  

Expansion of Unemployment Benefits 

Errors & Omissions Liability (E&O): Intelligent Partnerships, Inc. makes no guarantee that the statements, analysis, projections, estimates, graphs, reports, numbers, 
and any derivatives sourced from this resource are free of errors and omissions. This information is derived from publicly available sources and is intended to provide 
general information. Users should seek legal and medical expert validation independent of any resources provided here. The information is current as of the published 
date.  Intelligent Partnerships, Inc. assumes no liability for erroneous outcomes derived from this information or its use.  

Sources and Resources 

CARES Act: https://
www.congress.gov/116/bills/
hr748/BILLS-116hr748enr.pdf  

State of Washington Unemploy-
ment: https://esd.wa.gov/
unemployment  

CNBC, “Coronavirus unemploy-
ment benefits. Here’s who qualifies 
and how much they get”: https://
www.nbcnews.com/politics/
congress/coronavirus-
unemployment-benefits-here-s-
who-qualifies-how-much-they-
n1169846  

National Employment Law Project, 
“Unemployment Insurance Provi-
sions in the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security (CARES) 
Act”: https://www.nelp.org/
publication/unemployment-
insurance-provisions-coronavirus-
aid-relief-economic-security-cares-
act/  

 

Pandemic Unemployment Assistance 

• The CARES Act has expanded unemployment benefits to workers who are not traditionally 
eligible to collect unemployment benefits. 

 Eligibility has expanded to self-employed workers (i.e., independent contractors, gig 
workers, and freelancers), those who are seeking part-time work, and those who have 
not been working long enough to normally qualify for unemployment benefits. 

• The Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program will expire on December 31, 2020. 

• In order to receive benefits under the PUA, you will need to provide documentation proving 
your status as either fully or partially unemployed OR that you are unable to work due to: 

 A COVID-19 diagnosis of yourself, a member of your household, or someone you are 
providing care for, 

 Providing care for a child or other household member whose school or work is closed 
as a result of COVID-19, 

 A state-mandated quarantine or a self-quarantine advised by a health care provider, 

 A workplace closure, inability to reach your place of employment, or quitting your job 
as a direct result of COVID-19, or 

 You meet other conditions that the Secretary of Labor has established. 

The CARES Act provides $260 billion in expanded 

unemployment benefits. 
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